Beginners Guide to FTP for WordPress

When you self host your own WordPress blog you have access to the most basic of
WordPress functionality .

In order to get the same functionality , and more, for your blog as that provided by
WordPress.com, you will need to install some of the many WordPress.org

plugins.

This guide you show you how to:

1 Configure FileZilla, an FTP client, to allow you to transfer files to and from
your blog.

1 Download a plugin.

1 Install the plugin onto your blog using FileZilla.

1 Activate the plugin.

Copying Filesto Your Blog

Installing a new plugin involves copying, or transferring , files from your
computer to the computer which contains the files used to manage your blog
(your host).

To copy files you will need to use FTP, which stands forFile Transfer Protocol.
FTP is the method used to transfer files from one computer to another.

To use FTP, you will need an FTP clienf an application that runs on your
computer. There are many available, and historically the better ones are free to
trial only (i.e. you need to pay for continued usage).

|l f you dondét al r e adegxceleat®@men SoarcelFTP Blientis i ent , an
freely available, being FileZilla , which is currently available for the Windows,

Linux and Mac OS platforms.

Go ahead and download the FileZilla client and install it now.
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Connecting to Your Blog

The FTP client software communicates with an FTP server which is managed by
your host. For the FTP client to conned to the FTP server, it will need the
following information, all of which should have been provided by your host upon
signup:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Host Name

This is the name of the computer which contains the files which manages
your blog. Typically, this is either myblog.com or ftp.myblog.com, where
6myblog.comdb is the domain name of your

To make things confusing, a host can mean:

a) The name of a machine whichfhostso Internet services such as HTTP
(your blog) and FTP (copying files), or

b) A company which provides web hosting services, such as Go Daddy,
DreamHost or Laughing Squid etc.

Port Number

By default, FTP uses port number 21. This may or may not be the case for
your host, however, they will tell you what port number their FTP server is
using.

The Internet uses port numbers for all different protocols. For example,
you view your blog over port 80, which is used for HTTP. A list of official
and unofficial port numbers is available on Wikipedia .

User Name

The user name of the account, created by your host, which is authorized to
transfer files to, and from, the computer hosting your blog.

Password

The password of the above account.
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Configuring a Site

Within the FileZilla client, a computer it connects to, for the purposes of
transferring files, is called an AFTP Siteo.

In order to connect to the computer hosting your blog, you need to configure its
site information.

The Site Manager is where you setup die information within FileZilla, and this is
available by selecting Filei Site Manager, or selecting the Site Manager toolbar
button.

File Edit Miew Transfer S

%‘ b Q)

Hol Opnlan the Site Manager | |
| 1

The Site Manager dialog is now displayed:

X

Site Manager

Select Entry: —
General |Advanced Transfer settings || Charset

Tew Site ] [ Iew Folder

0K ] [ Discard
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Sel ect ANew Sit
and then press Enter.

Site Manager

Select Entry:
= 1y sites

_@_ My Blog

[ T Site ] [ Mew Falder ]

[ Rename ” Delete ]

eo0 and call

General |Advanced | Transfer settings || Charset |

t

X

Host: || 1

| Port: |

Servertype: |FTP - File Transfer Pratoceol

Logontype: | AnCnymous

User: |

Password: |

Sccount: |

Comments:

I Conneck l [ 0]8

] [ Discard

i Myiptiv8,] og o,

or

Enter the host name and port number values provided by your host, and select

AFTIAFI | e

Site Manager

Select Entry:
= 1y sikes

_@_ My Blog

[ T Site ] [ Mew Falder ]

[ Rename ][ Delete ]

Transfer

Protocol o

General |Advanced | Transfer settings || Charset |

as

X

Host: |myblog.com | Part: |21

Servertvpe: |FTP - File Transfer Protocal

FTP - Fle Transfer Protocol

SFTP -*8&H File Transfer Pratocol
FTPS - FTP over implicit TLSfSSL
FTPES - FTP awer explicik TLS/SSL

Logontype:

User:

Password: |

Sccount: |

Comments:

I Conneck l [ Ok

] [ Discard

t he

servertyp

The other three servertypes, SFTP, FTPS and FTPES are all more secure forms of
FTP in that they are more robust or provide encryption support. Again, you host
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will tell you whether they use regular FTP or one of the other available types.
Unless you are totally paranoid, FTP is acceptable for blogs.

Now you will ned to enter the user name and passvord to use. Before you can

enter this information you need to select
Site Manager g|
Select Entry: o -
General |Advanced Transfer settings || Charset
= 1y sikes
_@_ MMy Elog Host: |myblog.com | Port: |21 |
Servertvpe: |FTP - File Transfer Pratocel V|
Logontype: |Nc-rmal v|
User: |myFtpaccount |
Password:  |TTTIXTIR T TrTy |
Sccount: | |
Comments:
[ T Site ][New Folder ]
[ Rename ][ Delete ]
I Connect l [ [o]4 ] [ Discard
Select AConnecto and it wild/ both save t

connect again without re-entering this information, and attempt to conne ct to the
site.
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Connecting to a Site

When you connect to a site, FileZilla will display the files & folders available on
the local site, your computer, on the left hand side, and the files & folders
available on the remote site, the site to which you are @nnected, i.e. the
computer which hosts your blog, on the right hand side.

The top level folder of the remote site is shown.

The top level folder of your WordPress blog will be the folder which contains the
0 w@dmiwpdc,o n6t e ntvdBi moldu dbers 6 f ol d

You may find that your host places the WordPress blog files within the
Opublic_html & folder. Our host, Go Daddy, h

The folders O6cgi 6, o6éphp _uploadsdé and Ostat sb
account, as these may be host dependenfour host is Go Daddy).

The top portion of the FileZilla client is the message log. This lists the

information sent by FileZilla, in the form of FTP commands issued, and the
information received by FileZilla in the form of the response retrieved.
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